A PUBLICATION OF THE ANGLO-JEWISH PERIODICAL PRESS. 
ror THE PROMOTION OF THE SPIRITUAL AND GENERAL WELFARE OF THE JEWS, BY THE DISSEMINATION OF INTELLIGENCE 
ON SUBJECTS AFFECTING THEIR INTERESTS, AND BY THE ADVOCACY AND DEFENCE OF THEIR RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS. 


« Chou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed.”"—Vocation of the Jews. GEN. xxviii. 14. 
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“ Foolish enthusiast!” exclaimed Merab, ‘* put down that 
useless burden, and mock not our anguish with the hope that 
shall not be fulfilled. No, here we perish. I have searched 
farand near, I have led a fainting camel north, south, east and 
west, but no scent of water was upon the stifling air. He sank 
gasping, and died upon the sands, into which I had dug asa 
desperate chance that some well might spring up at my feet. 
No, we perish, we perish with thirst! Put down the pitcher, 
idle boy; take from thy mother’s arms the dying child, and 
bear it forth: let her not see its expiring agonies.”” 

“Father, the extremity of our want is a token that help is 
ugh, I go to fetch water,” 

“Alas! alas!” murmured his mother, ‘ thou wilt find none. 
For our sin the Eternal hath forsaken us. We perish!” 

“Forsaken us!” exclaimed Jabin, as with upraised arm he 
pomted to the cloudy pillar: ‘‘ nay, my mother, say not so: 
de that hath led us hither will here sustain us.” 

A tumult now rose on the hot air, the wildest that had yet 

en heard in Israel's camp; fierce tones of menace, shrill 
‘nes of suffering, and the deep, bitter, sullen upbraidings of a 

(espairing crowd mingled together. There was a rush, angry 
and violent, as the meek man, Moses, bearing his slender rod, 
moved pvily along. A flush on his cheek bespoke emotion, 
that ha recently found vent in an appeal to the Lord; for 

© people were ready to stone him; and now, obedient to the 
sfaclous answer, he approached the foot of Mount Horeb, sur- 
founded by the seventy elders, who vainly strove to still the 
ry of the multitude. It was a grievous spectacle to be- 

Md the little children with parched lips and gasping bosoms, 
, ging to their mothers’ garments, and with faint voices im- 
Pioring drink; while the very cattle, moved by some new 
stinet, pressed upon the steps of their masters. They had 

ut recently arrived at Rephidim, and further they could not 
80, for the pace was immoveable, and until that unerring 
guide moved on, Moses would have yielded up his life rather 
of ye ermutted them to advance a step forward. In the midst 
ae confused throng, young Jabin was seen bearing a capa- 
Ws poner ; his little sister Rachel clasping his hand, while 
Struck ‘a arm encircled a smaller vessel, suited to her strength. 
mek Y the sight, some paused, ran back, and fetched also 
and pots as were within their reach: but the main 
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body proceeded, loudly murmuring, chiding, and bewailing 
their hapless lot. | 

There stood a rock, isolated from the craggy mass of Horeb, 
and towards it Moses bent his way. ‘* What will he now do?” 
impatiently asked the fretful crowd; striving to overcome a 
sensation of awe that stole over them; but Jabin, full of con- 
fident hope, made his way towards the point where Moses now 
paused. He spake not, that prophet of Israel, but he turned, 
and with a brother’s yearnings looked upon his people, griev- 
ing for the sin of mistrust that so tenaciously clave unto them: 
then he lifted his eyes for a moment to the still heaven above; 
and again he looked towards the camp, forming as it did the 
distance in a picture, where all else was rock and sand, and a 
dense mass of human beings, mingled witi cattle and beasts of 
burden. He raised his rod; there was a thrill of strange and 
awe-struck expectation. 

Down on the rock’s surface, with sudden stroke, came the 
mysterious rod; and lo! a fountain sprang forth, yea, a river of 
gushing water, such as the arid desert had never seen, It 
gushed in measureless profusion, leaping high in air, then 
pouring down upon the plain sweeping for itself a channel; and 
rolled, and spread, and making many a curve, distributed its 
treasures far and wide. Prostrate fell the multitude, not only 
to drink but to worship; and Jabin, after flinging himself on 
the earth in fervent adoration, held his pitcher aloft, catching 
a gush of the pure stream in its descent below. Dripping with 
the refreshing element, the brother and sister swiftly ran home- 
wards, meeting on the way their father, who rushed by them 
to meet a little streamlet meandering in his view. It was de- 
licious to behold the poor weary beasts, plunging their very 
heads into the tide, and lowing forth the contentment of their 
hearts: but who shall speak the feeling of Moses, the man of 
God, who, conscious that he stood in the presence of the 
Eternal, gave thanks and praise for Israel, the sheep of His 
pasture, the people of His hand. | 

‘* Jabin, hope of my house, crown of my old age, thy father 
asks thy forgiveness. Wonderful is thy faith—would it were 
also mine !” 

‘‘ Nay, dear father, more wonderful it is that faith should 
ever fail in Israel—most wonderful that He, whose daily miracle 
we forget, should daily by new and greater miracles call us to 
acknowledge, that His mercy endureth for ever.” 


SCRIPTURAL POLITICAL ECONOMY. 


A. Dissertation on the Portion 73 
Levit. xxv. to xxvi. 3. 


On the first pages of the section for this week, we meet with 
ordinances which, apart from their divine origin, are calculated 
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—from the magnitude of the conception, from the momentous | over his debtor, were thus confined to wholesome limits; and 


nature of the subject, and from the paramount importance of 
the exigencies they are designed to obviate—to excite the 
deepest interest in the heart of all those, whose attention has 
ever been drawn to the various legislative attempts at counter- 
acting the accumulation of wealth by the few, to the detriment 
of the many. The reflecting Bible-reader will admit at once, 
that the remedy of this evil was a principal, though not the 
sole, object provided for in the enactment of the laws concerning 
the release-year and the jubilee. Great as this evil is in 
modern times, yet in ancient times it was incomparably 
greater, more injurious, and more deeply felt. Industry, a 
comparatively modern source of wealth; luxury, a powerful 
me upon the accumulation of riches in an age like ours, were 
altogether deficient in those ages, and especially among the 
Israelites. Those frequent vicissitudes, (‘‘ crises,”’) individual as 
well as general, arjsing from a complication of affairs quite 
unknown to the ancient world, which characterise an enter- 
prising and mercantile nation, and which are only another 
means for disseminating wealth through all classes of a people, 
could not occur among a nation little acquainted with trade, and 
whose all but exclusive occupation was agriculture. Let us 
then inquire how it was posite that the Jewish state, having 
no such opportunities of counteracting an inordinate accumula- 
tion of wealth, or the undue share of power and influence 
consequent thereupon, yet escaped all those intestine commo- 
tions which appear to be the natural effect of overbearing power 
and influence, and which shook most of the ancient states to 
their very foundations. It will be remembered, that so inevi- 
table appeared these convulsions to the accumulation of wealth, 
that one of the wisest of human legislators, rather than expose 
his countrymen to the consequences, forbade accumulation 
altogether; and that another commonwealth, the most powerful 
of the ancient world, was brought to the very brink of ruin by 
the consequences of unrestricted accumulation. The section 
before us solves the problem, so far as the Israelite state was 
concerned, The Israelite, whose chief occupation as a citizen 
was, as previously stated, agriculture, could scarcely become 
impoverished, in the ordinary course of things. Provided with 
a portion of land, and not oppressed with taxation, children, 
so frequently a burthen, in an artificial state of society, were a 
blessing to the husbandman in Israel, enabling him to procure 
from the soil a harvest, more than abundant in proportion to the 
number of industrious hands employed in its cultivation. It 
was Only visitations not to be averted, such as disease, fire, and 
the like, or general calamities, such as war, famine, and the 
like, that could impoverish the Israelite; and then it behoved 
the brother Israelite, who had escaped these misfortunes, not 
only to take no advantage of the dependent circumstances of 
his needy brother, but to assist him in any and every way 
towards the repair of his losses. This assistance, however, was 
prima facie not to be given as a grant; a mode which in 
general sets up a wide wall of separation between the benefactor 
and the object of the benefaction, entirely removing the latter 
from the social sphere of the former, and but too frequently 
destroying the self-dependence, and even self-respect of the 
recipient of charity. For, whilst the facility of obtaining a 
boon, and the assurance of keeping it perpetually, are apt to make 
a man careless in the employment of it; the benefactor loses 
the opportunity of exercising a wholesome influence over his 
needy brother,—one who has perhaps brought upon himself his 
state of poverty. The assistance therefore was, prima facie, 
not to be a grant, but a loan; a form of assistance not only 
unattended by the evil consequences alluded to, but rather apt 
to foster habits of sobriety and economy ; rendering the debtor 
still more vigilant, and making it the especial interest of the 
creditor to keep a watchful eye over his debtor, and further 
to assist by word and deed, when opportune. But when the 
exertions of the debtor failed to enable him to repay the debt 
within two release years, then it was a sign that the hand of 
Providence still lay heavily te him, aud that he must con- 


urthen of his debts. The loan 
was then cancelled, or, in other words, it now became a grant. 


The power and influence generally exercised by the creditor | lik 


after certain periods, not dependent upon the former, they 
ceased entirely. 

The same principle extended to the sale of landed property. 
As a single misfortune could deteriorate the circumstances 0; 
an Israelite, so might a series reduce him to a state of pauper. 
ism, might disable him altogether from cultivating his land 
might compel him to sell what, under his altered circumstances. 
had become useless to him. In such a state of things, where 
the fortune of a whole family was broken up— nx 
(v. 25.) a slight assistance could be of no avail. But relief, dis. 

roportionate to the means of the benefactor, might ruin 

im; an equivalent was therefore necessary, and it was to be 
obtained by renting the field of the oa gon The Almighty, 
the supreme liege lord of Palestine, had granted the soil to 
families; they might let it on lease to others for a term not ex. 
ceeding forty-nine years, but they could not make it over to 
others in perpetuity. At the jubilee, landed property reverted 
to its original owners: every fifty years, the balance, as it were, 
was poised anew, all inequalities were compensated, and ever 
family took its chance again. The jubilee was a renewal of 
that era when the Almighty first divided Palestine among His 

eople. The opulent Israelite, whose riches could not serve 
him to increase his estates, and consequently, could not give 
him that undue share of power and influence on account of 
which wealth is so equentiy coveted, was also less eager in 
his pursuit of wealth ; indeed, owing to the fixation of the period 
when one man’s sway over the property of his needy brother 
was to cease, even the moderate influence of the opulent was 
kept within wholesome bounds. 

The same principle extended also to the acquisition of Is. 
raelite bond servants. The year of release, or at all events 
the jubilee, brought them liberty: on “say (‘They are my ser- 
vants) saith God, pays pay xd) (and not servants to ser- 
vants), add our Rabbis by way of interpretation. But these 
restrictions, however wholesome when applied to landed pro- 
perty, would have become a heavy drawback if extended beyond 
the boundaries of agriculture. Manufactures and trade, are 
plants that spring up only when open, free and unconfined ; 
they thrive only where full scope is given them to move unim- 
peded in all directions. Restrictive laws extending over these, 
would choke, or at all events stunt, these noble and tender 
plants. Manufactures and trade, though not the principal oc- 
cupation of the Israelite citizen of Palestine, were by no 
means to be excluded from the country, (Gen. xlix. 13., J “t 
v. 17., Ezek. xxvii. 17.) and were therefore to be protecte 
and hence we find, that they really were so. Manufactures 
and trade have generally their seat in cities; and within these, 
the absolute disposal of land was lawful: ‘* And if it be not 
redeemed within the space of a full year, then the house that 
is in the walled city shall be established for ever to him that 
bought it, throughout his generations : it shall not go out in the 
jubilee,” (v. 30.) | 

This view of the ordinances commented upon, correct as it 
is, and expressly borne out by the text, which concludes the 
exactments concerning the release year with the words :— 
‘* The land shall not be sold for ever: for the land is mine, 
Sor ye are strangers and sojourners with me,” (ibid 23.)—is yet 
not the only one to be taken of them. These laws may be 
regarded from a still higher, from a more exalted point of view; 
as a direct emanation of one of those sublime principles ¢ 
Judaism, which give so powerful a hold on its professors. This 


principle is that of sanctification, which was enlarged upon 1n 
the last dissertation. Referring to what was there stated on 
the subject, I need only add, that inasmuch that this principle 
is developed—as to time, in the setting apart of the sabbath 
and other festivals—as to our persons and the fruition of ter- 
-restrial boons, in divers practices and restrictions; so 1s It but 
reasonable that, to complete the chain, sanctification should also 
be developed in the possession of landed roperty. ~ For that end 
were appointed the release-year, and the jubilee. cana 
does scripture designate it ob nnaw nay (a pai of rest 0 
the first rank,)—m pay (a Sabbath to the Lord), having ® 


e origin, and the same object, as the ordinary sabbath. In 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


sonclusiOns I will just state by the way, that the enactment of 
ihese laws is also one of the strongest proofs of their Divine 
origi For none other but one holding a direct commission 
from G04, could have dared to command a whole people, to 
aiffer the soil of a whole country to lie fallow, and thus ex- 
‘oge them tu the risks, of a famine and its concomitant horrors. 
Aud who would dare to charge that greatest of legislators, with 
~ egregious an oversight as the enactment of a law, which, if 
not Divine, must have proceeded from the most contracted 
mind? Let it not be said, that he perhaps made other pro- 
yjsions for this exigency which have not reached us; for the 
lawgiver, In obviating the objections which the unbeliever 
might urge against this enactment, states distinctly, that there 
was no other provision than the blessing of God promised to 
the trusttul. ‘* dud if ye shall say; What shall we eat the 
wrenth year, behold we shall not sow, nor gather in our 
increase? Lhen I will command my blessing upon you in the 
sizth year, 5 it shall bring forth fruit for three years, §c.,” 
‘ibid 20, 21. 

| And so indeed it was; proving reliance on God to be due 
from Israel at all times, and His promise, an adequate provision. 


There are many Jews in the Russian Navy; we extract, 
from a German contemporary, some particulars concerning 
them, given by a Jewish gentleman, who had an opportunity 
to communicate with some in the Pomeranian harbour, Swine- 
munde. ‘It is difficult to recognize the Jewish Russian sol- 
dier as @ Jew, not only because the physiognomy of the 
Sclavonian race is less strikingly distinguished from that of the 
Jews, but also because these unfortunates are so covered from 
head to foot with dirt, that the Oriental type is hardly dis- 
cernible. In the largest of the Russian steamers, (the Kams- 
chatka) there are sixteen Jews; the machinist also is a Jew, 
and the surgeon of the ship, a converted one. All those whom 
Ihave seen and spoken to are married. It would indeed be 
somewhat long, if they were to wait the completion of their 
tem of service; since it is from twenty to twenty-five 
years! It is hardly conceivable how they can, with their salary 
(amounting to about five rubels annually), support their fa- 
milies, In the summer, they are generally at sea; in the winter, 
they are stationed at Cronstadt, where they carry on their 
trade; for most of them are mechanics, and such as are but 
rarely found among the German Jews, for instance, masons, 
carpenters, &c, They are not only undisturbed in their re- 
ligious ceremonies, but they are even expressly urged to their 
observance by an Imperial command. Thus, every morning 
a1 hour is allowed them for the offering up of pores ina 
fiom especially designed for it. Particular food, however, 1s 
uot granted to them, nor are they exempt from labour on Sab- 
‘aths and festivals, As Russian ships generally lie at Swine- 
uunde, during the e»sx9 con» (New Year and Day of Atone- 
ent), a venerable old Jew of that place, whose appearance 
t least resembles that of an ancient rabbi, is in the habit of 
oig to the admiral, and calling upon him, in the name of his 
rligion, to permit his co-religionists on board ship to attend 

vile service in the synagogue. ‘This request, so far, has never 
ei refused. It is said, that there are more than 10,000 Jews 
'n the Russian military service; and as out of 500 souls of the 
male population two generally are levied, the number of the 

‘WS In that empire must indeed be very large. What we 
read on that point in various statistical works, is for the most 
part false: the Russian authorities themselves know as little 


how many Jews are in the empire, as they know the number 
professing other religions.” 


“ The Times,” versus ‘“* The London Societ ti 
ames, y for promoting 
Christianity among the Jews.” This powerful organ of public 


*pition, after stating that the 36th Anniversary Sermon was 

preached on the 2n May, at the Jews’ Episcopal Chapel, by 

wh; Bishop of Winchester, and then enumerating the places at 
society has missions, continues as follows :— 


£100 King of P russia has contributed the munificent donation of 
ety has pressed his intention of subscribing annually £25. The 
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also Hebrew Schools at Bethnal Green, in which are forty- 
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seven boys and forty girls; as also a Hebrew College for preparing 
Missionaries. It may, however, be asked how, and by whom, £25,000 
are subscribed for the purposes of such an institution, while for the really 
charitable, there are so many opportunities of ministering to the wants 
of the deserving, both temporal and spiritual, without sending agents to 
the remote parts of Europe and Asia, to suborn renegade Jews, who, 


having received the bribe, generally take the opportunity of returning to 
their original faith ?”” Times, 3rd May. 


The Conversionist Trade in Russia.—(from ‘ Recollections 
of Siberia, in the years 1840 and 1841, by Charles Herbert 
Cottrell, Esq.”) ‘‘ It frequently happens, that among the convicts 
are some of the Jewish tribe; on whom of course the Doctor 
spares no persuasion to induce them to embrace Christianity. 
We would fain hope, that his efforts are not always in vain, but 
we fear that he is too often their dupe. On the present occa- 
sion, we saw him in earnest conversation with one of those 
proselytes, who was speaking German to him; and we dis- 
covered that, being on the eve of his departure, he felt or 
feigned some remorse for having deceived the worthy Doctor 
as to his conversion, and was then expressing his contrition and 
assurances of hearty repentance. It appeared that he had 
been four times baptised, and had received on each occasion, 
some solid mark of the charity of the person who flattered 
himself he had gained a soul unto salvation, He now admitted 
that the Doctor had been one of those.so deceived, and that he 
had sold the Testament he had given him at the time of his 
baptism. But he at last professed to be really convinced of the 
error of his ways, and promised to become a Christian indeed. 
It is probable that he was at least sincere in his promise of 
professing Christianity, as great advantages are held out to 
Jews when established in Siberia, who abandon the faith of 
their fathers. It enables them to marry and settle more com- 
fortably as colonists; and, what is an essential point to a Jew, 
to enjoy the society of those among whom their lot is cast. 
This man had been sent to Siberia before, and made his escape ; 
had propably been baptised there, and relapsed into Judaism, 
in order to profit by the Doctor’s liberality on his re-conversion. 
We have frequently heard in Prussia, of these repeated recanta- 
tions, and how the new Christian has complained sometimes on 
the last occasion, that he got more by it on the former ones,”’ 


Death of a Friend of Israel—We willingly lend our 
columns for a deserved tribute to the memory of one, who, in 
his desire to serve us nationally, was content to restrict his 
endeavours to such as were acceptable. From $ya8 mw, 
whom we will hope equally to classify among our safe friends, 
we have inschere a sketch, of which the tollowing is an ab- 
stract. The whole article could not be given; partly because 
of our being cramped for room; and partly because our Gentile 
sister is not yet practised in the avoidance of forbidden ground, 
so far as our columns are concerned, 


On the 16th of March, 1844, at his own residence in Eldon Square, 
Reading, departed this life, in the 24th year of his age, Frederick 
William Rolfe, Esq. 

On many and various accounts “ the memory of the just is blessed ;’’ 
but the points most appropriate for insertion in ‘* The Voice of Jacob,” 
must be such as comprise “ a brief summary of facts connected with the 
deceased’s love for Israel, and his interest in the Anglo-Jewish Press,”’ 

If a zealous, cheerful, voluntary, and persevering devotedness of time, 
money, influence, and talents, to any special cause, be evidence of love 
for the same, a signal instance of supreme regard for Jsrael’s welfare, was 
to be found in the example before us. His thoughts, his sympathies, his 
energies, were ever assiduously and untiringly, though not exclusively, 
dedicated to this great object. In proof, he has left behind, in his own 
hand writing, a valuable M, S., consisting of full and devout prayers, 
adapted to the several portions of the law appointed tu be successively 
read in synagogues, on Sabbath days, throughout the year. Since the 
commencement of the last Jewish year, in September 1843, he regularly, 
on Saturday mornings, read, first the section from the Pentateuch, at 
family worship, and then, prior to the usual form, the prayer suited for it, 
composed by himself. | 

The appearance of a Periodical from “ the Anglo-Jewish Press,’’ was 
hailed by him with emotions of peculiar interest, and constantly did he 
wish to see its list of subscribers enlarged from the ranks of Christians, 
more especially the clergy. It may be fresh in the recollection of some 
of its readers, that he was announced by name, (a painful surprise to his 
extraordinary humility,) as having satisfactorily completed an Index for 
the Ist and 2nd Vols, of ** The Voice of Jacob,’’ a voluntary labour, 
effected not without costly sacrifice of physical strength in a frame so 
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delicate as his—yet, with an elasticity of spirit which gladly surmounted 
‘every difficulty. Indeed, far from yielding to discouragement, he was 
gradually collecting and arranging materials, in readiness for a similar 
future attempt. 

The prospectuses of a new trauslation of the Old Testament, by mem- 
bers of the Jewish community, obtained in large numbers, (and from disin- 
terested motives through his own bookseller,) were put into circulation by 
him with equal alacrity and diligence; and heartily did he bid those 
“ God speed,” who had undertaken this responsible and important work. 

Being well persuaded of the extreme need and utility of such an under- 
taking, this exemplary servant of the Lord had likewise himself in serious 
contemplation, to compile a Hebrew Concordanegs, and to publish the 
same at a very low cost, that it might be of easy attainment amongst all, 
even the poorest classes, of his beloved brethren and sisters of “ the 
House of Judah.” 

‘In the midst,” however, “ of life we are in death,” and during the 
brief course of one week, Mr. Rolfe reeeived, and meekly met his 
summons from time to eternity. * ° 


Thank God, we, as Jews, holding no — of exclusive 
salvation, can pray and trust that this “ Pious one of the 
Gentiles,” after Lavine faithfully served our common Father, ac- 
cording to the light vouchsafed to him, is now accepted in Heaven ; 
and we can join our respected correspondent in her aspiration, 
using the language of the seer :— 

‘ Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his!’ 


—- 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Palestine :—Has it claims upon European Jews ?—Can they 
wisely interpose ?—These are —— forced upon our public 
from all cs H Not merely by those within the pale, who 
‘* seek,” as well as ‘* say prayers” for the ‘* peace of Jerusalem ;” 
but by a daily augmenting pressure from without, threatening 
to involve us in certain movements, when it shall be too 
late to choose our position in relation thereto. The starving 
Jewish population of that locality, can not only make itself heard, 
now, but can seriously compromise us in our own esteem, as 
well as that of the world around ns, unless we appear to do 
something more than merely stop our ears ;—were it only to 
justify that. The above questions shall be dispassionately exa- 
mined in our next number; and we have thankfully to acknow- 
ledge a permission conceded by Lady Montefiore, that we make 
a public use, for the end in view, of a valuable series of reports 
and other documents, statistics, &c. forming the appendix to 
the unpublished private journal of that excellent lady, during 
her visit to Egypt and Palestine. 


Board of Deputies.—The representatives elected by ‘‘ The 
Western Synagogue,” St. Alban’s Place, are Messrs. John 
Salmon, and S. K. Salaman. The Board, at its first meeting, 
on the 29th ult., re-appointed as its Chairman, Sir. Moses 
Montefiore, F. R. S. 


Jews’ Hospital, Anniversary Dinner.—This festival was 
celebrated at the London Tavern, on the 30th April. In the 
absence of H.R.H. the Duke of Cambridge, Patron of the 
institution, (on account of indisposition,) the chair was filled b 
Martin ‘Tupper Smith, Esq., supported by Baron A. Rothschild, 
Sir Moses Montefiore, and other friends of the charity. The 
usual loyal toasts were given after removal of the cloth. Her 
Majesty’s health was responded to with enthusiasm, the more 
so, that the company was reminded how her Royal father had 
been one of the earliest and warmest supporters of the Charity, 
and had taken the chair at one of its festive celebrations. 
Major Oliphant returned thanks for the Army and Navy. After 
the younger inmates of the asylum had made the circuit of the 
room, the apprentices carrying specimens of their manufacture, 
a little girl recited the ode in a peculiarly artless and touching 
manner. Next to the toastof ‘‘ Thecharity,” the health of H.R.H. 
the Patron, was given, and very warmly responded to. The 
health of the. President, Baron Anthony de Rothschild, 
was toasted with loud applause; his response was not audible 
where we sat, nor were we able to hear some of the other 
speakers at that part of the table. The exertions of Baron A. 


e Rothschild on behalf of the funds, were well attested by 


his list as a steward; it amounted to no less than £615, and 
included £10 from the Duke of Cambridge, exceedingly liberal 
‘donations from various members of the Rothschild family, and 
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the like from the Governor, and Depely Governor of the Bank 
e 


of England. From these entlemen | tters were read, exhibitin 

much good feeling towards the Jewish institutions, and regret. 
ing their unavoidable absence from the table. The chairman, j, 
compliment to the Jews, introduced a toast not on the list, « civil 
and religious liberty.” “* The visitors” gere toasted by F. #- 
Goldsmid, Esq., and responded to by D. W. Wire, Esq., on their 
behalf; both speeches were marked by much good taste, 4, 
Wire, was eloquent as usual, in his estimate of the Jewish cha. 
racter ; his anticipations of our natural destin ; and his acknow. 
ledgments of the privilege to assist in Jewish works of beneyo. 
lence. Charles Pearson, Esq., City Solicitor, returned thanks fo, 
‘‘ The Lord Mayor and Corporation of London;” in a speech 
which elicited enthusiastic applause. He declared that public 
opinion had of late been in advance of the law, in favor of the 
Jews; and he expected to see all exclusiveness destroyed, jin 
recognition of their equal claims to rank and honour. Amon 

the remaining toasts were, “‘ the Treasurers,” ‘* the Stewards,” 
‘‘ the memory of his late R.H. the Duke of Sussex,” &e. The 
attendance appeared to us to be much larger than at any recent 
dinner; and the total amount collected was 1250/.; an unusually | 
large sum, towards the obtaining of which the exertions of 
Aaron Joseph and Lewis Worms, Esqrs., had been eminently 
successful. 

Jews’ Orphan Asylum.—The ball at Willis’ Rooms, on the 
2nd May, in aid of the funds of this charity, far exceeded in 
brilliance the expectations which had been formed of it. The 
number present was 350, and the net proceeds of the donations, 
as usually made on these occasions, together with the profits from 
the tickets, will add more than £500 to the treasury! The 
large attendance of leading Jewish families, the beauty and 
fashion of the fairer portion of the visitors, the liberal response 
to the Charity’s claims made by the gentlemen, and the unmixed 
satisfaction with the whole proceedings which was expressed onall 
sides, prove that each of these balls is destined to surpass its 
predecessor, and to become more and more popular with 
those, whose enjoyment of such gaities is sabeédinnta to the 
benevolent contemplation which grows out of them. The 
stewards were indefatigable; and their success for the charity 
will indeed requite them. 

We understand, that they intend to publish the list of dona- 
tions in our next number; as also that additional sums have been 
are since the ball, and will continue to be receivable mean- 
while. 

Jews’ Literary and Scientific Institution —The Provisional 
Committee, as we hear, have obtained several handsome dona- 
tions, and liberal loans towards this excellent design; arrange- 
ments are in progress for an early public meeting. 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


The Russian Jews.—A letter from Berlin, dated 26th March, 
in the Orient, says, ‘“* The recently threatened deportation of 
the Russo-Polish Jews, still occupies public attention, inasmuch 
that the when and how of the rumoured repeal of the Ukase 
are uncertain. Thus much is clear, that the King of Prussia 
is by no means pleased with the policy of the Ukase, and in- 
tends to use his good offices with the Sbuitetor (expected here 
in the summer) in favor of the oppressed.” 


Annual Meeting of (German) Rabbis and Ministers. —Dr. 
Philippsohn, the projector of these meetings, continues to ex- 
plain his objects and expectations in his periodical. On his 
own behalf, it is his intention to submit the following three 1m- 

rtant propositions to the first meeting. (1) How is the esta- 

lishment of a Jewish Theological faculty to be obtained? 
2) Will the meeting take part in the foundation of a Jewish 
ospital and School, in Jerusalem? (3) How is unity to be 

obtained, in reference to the improvement of public worship ? 


Rabbi Hirschof Emden,* has been proposed for the 
tant post of Land-Rabbiner, of the province of Moravia. *H€ 


bi One of those Rabbis whose names have been before the public, iD 
connexion with the office of Chief Rabbi of Great Britain. 


| 
T 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Nikkolsburg, (the principal congregation) had con- 
bie iphone of al the other Moravian Elders, ‘6 the 26th 
yarch, with a view to the election; and the result is expected 

4 considerable excitement. Rabbi Fassel of Prosnitz, has 
gritten In 0 position to Rabbi Hirsch, and in recommendation 


ofDr. Fran el of Dresden. 


Hospital and Schools for Jerusalem.—The learned Editor 
f the Allgem. Zeit. des Jud. proposes, with the concurrence 
many friends of these undertakings, that two well qualified 
Furopeans be selected to g° to Palestine as soon as possible, 
, order to prosecute nee ful inquiries, in association with 
jr. Frinkel, already located there.—A very judicious pro- 
sition, and likely to be useful in many particulars, too ob- 
‘igus toneed comment. The Conversionist Magazine for this 
gonth, contains a notice of what the Jews have been so long 
uiking about doing, for these urgent requirements; it con- 
eys a taunt at our do-nothing policy; and an extract from 
Dr. F.’s admission of the activity of the Conversion Hospital, 
very like a note of triumph at our expense, 


Funeral of a Jewish Soldver.—The same journal gives an 
account, from which the peculiarity of the case induces us to 
rive the following abstract. ‘The deceased, a respectable den- 
ist at Dortmund, had been a soldier, and fought against the 
French in the war of 1815; he was therefore interred with all 
the pmp and honours usual on such occasions. A funeral 
march was played before the bier, which was borne upon the 
feral carriage belonging to the town. The soldiers came 
next, one of them bearing upon a velvet cushion the medal of 
the deceased. Then followed the Jewish teacher in his cos- 
tume, General von Borke, and other distinguished officers, 
succeeded by a train of acquaintances, and of comrades who had 
served with the deceased ; some among them now occupying im- 
portant official stations. The procession was closed by a long 
train of the citizens, both of Jewish and Christian confession. 
Armved at the burial ground, two salvoes were fired; and then two 
short funeral addresses were delivered by the Jewish teachers; a 
third salvo closed the ceremony, and the procession returned 
in the same order, | 

Progress in Nassau.—We mentioned in a recent number, 
that in the dukedom of Nassau, a considerable stride towards 
the full emancipation of the Jews had been made, by the nomi- 
uation of an Israelite to a states-office, viz. that of medical 
councillor; we are now happy to be able to add, that this step 

not remained an isolated one, but has been followed by 
wuother still more creditable to the sound policy of that go- 
vernment, ‘This is an enactment, whereby the Jewish poor are, 
tom the first of J anuary, to be provided for by the State, on 
same footing as the Christian poor. These concessions, go 
m hand with a remarkable religious improvement on the 
part of the Jews themselves. Married and single women, who 
merly but rarely saw the house of God, are now seldom 
thence on Sabbaths; indeed, many of them come from 
‘considerable distance in order to listen to the word of God, 
ably and eloquently expounded every Saturday at Weilburg, 
) their zealous minister, Dr. Suskind. 


“ems 8th March.—The “‘ Allg. Preuss. Zeit.” of the 8th 
Pay contains, in a supplement, an article on the state of the 
The follow statistics are given by Count 
y stor. The number of Jews in Lombardy, is 3340; in 
ae 3960; total in Austrian Italy, 6900. The number in 


De kingdom of Sardinia, is 4140; Duchy of Parma, 630; 


2000" of the Church, 12,700; Kingdom of the two Sicilies, 


Panes a temporary sojourn; on the other hand, in Lombardy, 
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rance-tax exists only in Modena, (20,000 livres annually.) In 
Parma, the Jews may become physicians, advocates and apothe- 
caries; they are subject to military duty, and eligible to public 
offices. In Lombardy it is the same, with the exception of 
the Municipal Council. In Tuscany, they are eligible to all 
public offices, and may purchase exemption from the conscrip- 
tion. In Sardinia, Modens, and Naples, the above named 
professions are forbidden them, and they are not eligible to 
either military or municipal service. Ghettos exist in Sardinia, 
Modena, and the States of the Church.—Orient. 


Miscen.iangA.—The project of colonizing the Russian Jews 
for agricultural purposes, is much canvassed at Frankfort, 
A. M., where anxiety prevails as to the real object sought by 
the Russian government in this proposition ; and many pertinent 
questions are put forth. At Augsburgh, a publisher, hostile 
to the Jews, has actually not been ashamed to inculcate, as an his- 


torical fact, in a poetical work intended for the education of | 


Christian youth, that Jews use the blood of a Christian child 
for the Passover ! The anti-Jewish correspondent of the 
Aug. All. Zeit., is Dr. H., a member of the Frankfort Reform- 
verein.*¥———-The Arch-Duke Stephen, Governor of Bohemia, 
has accepted the dedication of a work, by Dr. Fleckless, a 
Jewish physician; and much advantage is anticipated from his 
administration, notwithstanding the manner in which he is 
ear-wigged in the hyper-Catholic city of Prague-——The 
Karaites of Russia, have been promised an extension of civil 
privileges, while those who recognize the Talmud are still 
further oppressed; thus it is the Talmud, (of which no govern- 


ment has any adequate conception,) that is condemned. Is it 


not indeed time to show the Christian public what is the real 
Talmud ? In Petersburg, there are 732 Jews; in Moscow, 
257; of which 140 are police soldiers, 37 women, and 57 
children. Prince Dolgorucky, in his ‘* Notice sur les 
principales familles de la Russie,” (Paris, 1843,) states that the 
former minister of Finance, Cancrin, is the son of a Hessian 
Jew. The Jewish community of Nassau, has presented to 
the newly married ducal pair, an elegant set of silver chessmen. 


REVIEWS, AND LITERARY NOTICES. 
wip ‘*ipp—Holy Convocations, &e., by the Rev. M. H. 


/Simonson. Abrahams, Houndsditch. 


The writer of this pamphlet deduces the necessity of the 
ny5s Sw sx 390 cow (the second day holiday of the captivity), 
from a classification} and comparison of all the biblical passages 
in which our sacred days are ordained. Those connected with 
the Sabbath and Day of Atonement, do not contain the words 
or Jerusalem, or the Holy Land ;— 
therefore, those institutions are to be observed m>»nawy d52 
(in all your habitations) a single day, without reference to 
other localities; On the other hand, the cvdin widw (the 
three festivals—which required journeyings to Jerusalem), are 
so identified with that sacred locality, as to require their sacred 
days to be observed by all Jews, whithersoever dispersed, con- 
temporaneously with the observance in Jerusalem, where it isa 
single day still. True, this might be easily accomplished by 
those at a distance—say at 90° West of it, by commencing the 
Festival six hours earlier, or about noon ;—but that would bea 
disobedience of the command—‘“ From evening unto evening 
ye shall observe manaw.” Levit. xxviii. 32. [and the author 

roves that all the Festivals are so called]. Therefore, the 
ay trenched upon, be it on either side, must be wholly devoted ; 
and hence there must of necessity be two days kept out of the 
Holy Land. These two days, however, are considered as one 
only, for such bie oses :—NNIMN NDI (a long day,) in the lan- 
uage of the Rabbins.} The ordaining the remaining 
Festival, New Year (}113tn y,) although they do not contain 


* So! was it his statements which were trumpeted forth some months back 
by the Morning Post, and other papers, as “ Dissensions amongst the 
Jews ?”?—IN¥? JOO ‘Pow! 

+ The classification is that of the *}~own }2 . 

t The authority quoted, and the work reviewed, apply the expression 
to the New Year festival. 


‘ 
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aoe hold immoveable property ; but in Sardinia, Modena, 
wend a Sicilies, it is forbidden. In Sardinia, the Jews 
period ‘a to sell their immoveable property within a fixed 
allowed ai r the restoration; in Modena, they have not been 
since then to make any further acquisitions. Ai tole- 
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the restrictive words mypo or yo, do neither contain the 
comprehensive one—to>'nawb (in all your habitations, ) as 
do all the rest ; and this festival is observed two 6 even in 
Jerusalem, as well as elsewhere throughout the world ; because, 
while two days must be observed somewhere, (in order to 
secure twenty-four hours of contemporaneous celebration, ) there 
is no expression giving a preference to Jerusalem, and therefore, 
its inhabitants are called upon to make a like sacrifice with the 
rest, with a design to secure the general object. 

The above is a compendious view of Mr. Simonson’s state- 
ments and speculations on this important subject, as we under- 
stand his meaning. If he is right, it is a new discovery; for 
the Talmudic records, so far as we remember, contain no trace 
of it. We reconcile to our conscience, not to jot down the 
points at which a formal criticism would oblige us to offer objec- 
tion ; forthe motives of Mr. S. in thus venturing a “‘ first appear- 
ance in public,” are too excellent to warrant our overlooking 
the earnestness with which he deprecates criticism of the dress, 
and the other incidentals, in which his speculations are pro- 


pounded. 


Records of Israel. By Grace Aguilar. John Mortimer, 
Adelaide Street, Trafalgar Square. 


Two tales of much interest, pleasingly told. Though fic- 
titious they have historic bases, and therefore bear, in many 
respects, a fearfully real semblance, which enlists the sympathies 
of the reader, and maintains them throughout. The first tale 
hinges upon the famous edict of Ferdinand and Isabella of 
Spain, with consequences worked out to a most tragic series 
of catastrophes. The second tale is of a family of concealed 
Jews in Portugal, and is brought to a more happy termination. 
We like these tales best of those written by Miss Aguilar on 
such themes; though fair criticism obliges us to suggest a little 
more habitual caution in the gifted author’s exposition of. what 
are, in reality, Jewish principles and opinions. In the book 
before us, we have only observed, that a homicide, (if not a 
murderer,) is allowed by a Jewish community to escape even 
without trial! This is certainly anti-Jewish, and capable of 
being wrested into a support of the maudlin and unscriptural 
disposition, just now fashionable, to evade the universal obliga- 
tion of the Noachide precept, (Gen. ix. 6.,) ‘* whoso sheddeth 
man’s blood, &c.” he simulation of Catholicism is also 
anti-Jewish, and although, unhappily, such things have been ; 
inay; if we may believe Mr. Borrow, still are,) we should have 
iked to see Miss A. expressing that severe condemnation of 
such hypocrisy, which we are quite sure she thinks due to it. 
It was the neglect to record such a protest with respect to 
Orobio, which gave to a dexterous controversialist, an undue 
advantage in respect to her translation of his ‘** Israel defended.” 

We know not whether it is quite necessary to weigh the 
tendencies of little books like these, by so grave a standard ; 
but The Voice 6f Jacob, can scarcely take other than a Jewish 
view of the productions presented for its criticism, as claiming 
a Jewish character. The freedom which we have ventured to 
employ on that head, however, may testify to the sincerity of 
our admiration of Miss A.’s neat style of composition, and the 
bag diction with which even her prose writings are adorned. 

he little volume before us, is well suited to become an in- 


tellectual present book, and deserves to be rendered extensively 
80. 


—— to the Jews, for improvement in reference to their 
arities, Education, and General Government ;—by a Jew. 
—Galabin, Bartholomew Close. (Second notice.) 


We find difficulty in making mere extracts where all is so 
pertinent, and regret the necessity of postponing to future 
numbers many passages that we have marked for insertion. 
It is gratifying to find, that this pamphlet continues to excite a 
useful interest. Indeed, there are few but find some one or 
other of its propositions desirable to be attained ; and whatever 
the variety of opinions on points -of detail, there is and can be 


-but one estimate of the merits of si a ge as an admi- 


rably conceived, and well-reasoned production ; in brief, a truly 
eloquent appeal to all classes of our’sommunity. | 


suspicion, is made a disgrace to the race, and reflects discredit upon the 


| institutions, form but a small item in the sum total of expenditure for 


The next extract which we shall make, migh 


t hav 
written by the author after hearing the remarks made = 


his proposals. 


Attempts at extensive improvements are always termed visi 


onary ; a 

the 
nowledge has 
feelings; byt 
of enlighten. 


every effort towards advancement has been always met by 
of the ignorant and the interested. The general spread of k 
had to contend with the opposition of party and personal 
these have never been enabled to stem the onward progress 
ment with any strength. 


How true, the following !— 


Let us not forget, therefore, that it is our duty to enlist the earnest C0. 
operation of every individual that is to be benefited, and in that designa- 
tion is comprised every member of the community. As a crime committed 
by a Jew, an illegal act, even an examination efore a magistrate upon 


whole, the entire body—the very religion—suffers from it. Every living 
Jew—the very memory of the dead—demands justice; and as individuals 
have it in their power to contribute to the general honour or disgrace, it 
is our duty to implant the purpose that animates us in the hearts and un. 
derstandings of all our brethren. * * * e 

The vast sums annually given to established charities and benevolent 


charity. Tradesmen, and indeed individuals of every class, are in the 
habit of making continual donations to persons unknown, and frequently 
unworthy. ‘To those, then, whom these considerations principally affect, 
I would say,—Put all your charities under a salutary control, and, under 
a united management, sink for once the mere desire to be chairman, com- 
mittee-men, and managers. Act with others, and not as if you only were 
patrons and founders of the institutions you wish to see flourish. Unite 
for the purpose of doing good, not for granting patronage. Assist in edu- 
cating the poor and needy, whether orphans or otherwise, and in after- 
wards placing them as apprentices. As the honesty of their character, 
and the diligence with which they exercise their calling become developed 
and known, so will your reputation as honourable tradesmen increase. 
As they will have received the advantage of an education, in which re- 
ligion and muy | will have been combined with whatever is necessary 
for their support through life, no imputation of chicanery—no supposition 
of dishonesty will attach itself to them, and your word will be taken. 
When their religious observances are known, they will be appreciated; 
aud your pledge of honour as a Jew, will be guarantee for the quality of 
your commodity. ‘Thus everything is to be gained, and the accomplish- 
ment is within your own power. Will you quietly sit by and hear vitupe- 
ration heaped upon your creed and upon yourselves, without being roused 
to the slightest effort? I will readily admit, that it is only the prejudices 
of the ignorant and vulgar, which draw the distinction between yourself 
and the Christian: enlighten Aim, therefore, where requisite; associate as 
much as possible with him; let your press address Aim ; prove by your 
acts, your words and dealings, the falseness of his assertions against you, 
and his sneer loses all its sting from its inapplicability. Let the phrase, 
“ He is a Jew in his dealings,” be an honourable testimonial, equally as 
desirable to you as that *“* He acts like a Christian,’ is to our fellow- 
citizens of the faith alluded to: and let those who think that the only 
worth of the Jewish religion is to be measured by the purchase-money 
offered for apostacy from it, find that the price they pay is only a bribe for 
seeming assent from the outcasts of society, and that the very worst and 
lowest Jew is sufficiently informed to know that he will not be raised by 
becoming a bad Christian, or an infidel. It is equally clear, that a bad 
Jew will never make a good Christian: and I am not quite sure if we 


te. not to be thankful for the removal of such an excrescence from our 
ody. 


Our Transatlantic Contemporaries.—One of the most satis- 
factory results of our own earnest efforts,—to rouse the Jewish 
public to a more lively sense of the duties and privileges of our 
race,—may be contemplated in the evidence before us, of how 
active are our brethren located in America and the West Indies; 
and in the proof that ours has been the impulse, which has led to 
the supply of yet another link in the chain of intercommunica- 
tion between the dispersed of Israel. The last number of the 
Ist Vol. of The Occident, and the first two numbers of the 
O'n 32 lie before us. Our Rev. Contemporary at Phila- 
delphia, has an excellent second article on ** The Demands of 
Times”—in relation to Jewish affairs, and the desire for 
‘* reforms,”—which is the more useful for its historical paralle 
He calls our own attention and that of our English readers, 
to the opportunities afforded recent events, for a communl- 
cation with the bodies of Jews ascertained to exist in China. 
(Vide a notice of them in our Nos. 60, 61,63.) We shall be 
glad to offer aregular copy of our journal, for transmission 
to any intelligent European Jew, located in China, and willing 
to prosecute the needful inquiries. We know that Zhe hve 


J acob, is dispatched to a part of India bordering on the 
binese dominions, but we have at present no definite assu- 
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itreaches them. The continuation of Dias’ Letters, 

"7 proof of Christianity, affords opportunity to the advocates 
0 tion among the Jews to defend their religious 
our own columns are devoted to peace; and for 
‘previously stated, it is neither our vocation nor our 
to unsettle the belief of our neighbours. Our Jamaica 
sntemporarics present several articles of merit, Their selec- 
sons from foreign literature are also weary} while their 
mentative and earnest call upon the Anglo-Jewish public, 

wn come forward in aid of our “* Corrected Version of the Sacred 
Scriptures,” is a very gratifying proof that the undertaking is 
” reciated. The offer of “ unremitting exertions on_ its 
behalf, both in public and private,” and the highly complimen- 
ary manner in which their notice is closed, are an agreeable 
yemento of old associations, and claim our grateful acknow- 
ledgement. 


OUR LETTER-BOX. 


Another revival.of the Blood Calumny.—We have received a 
sinfully graphic account of another of these cruel outbreaks 
inst the Jews, on the pretence of their employment of Chris- 
tan blood for the Passover. ‘The present case has occurred in 
justrian Silesia, during the very last passover; the outrage 
n the Jewry being fomented by a local magistrate, whose 
grvant (the supposed victim), has happily been found alive in 
a neighbouring village, to which he had fled from his master’s 
cruelty. 
A Hebren, calls our attention to the circumstance, that ‘* The 
Sunday School Union” is publicly boasting of the number of 
Jewish children obtained for the purpose of teaching them 
Christianity. His appeal to the ‘‘ Constituted authorities,” 
shall be published, if necessary, in our next number. 
M —Mr. James Richardson addresses us from this 
place, On a matter of grave import to European Jews. He 
advises us that he has addressed the ‘* Board of Deputies of 


British Jews” on the subject; we will institute some in- 
quiries, 


The Proposed New Synagogue at the West End of London. 


Mr. Editor,—As the article in your last number, respecting the syna- 
fgue the Sephardim Congregation contemplate to erect at the West 
End, assumes that there is a desire of procuring persons of other congrega- 
lons to change their Minhag; such not being the case, I beg the insertion 
a this in your columns. 
8 to furnish a place of worship to Jews generally, residing westward, who 
ftom the distance are frequently prevented attending divine service. 
Germans might with as little scruple attend this synagogue, as Portuguese 
‘when in the country of repairing to one of the German rite; more 
Spectally, as every seatholder is eligible to be one of the committee: for 
vllowing are the liberal principles which are proposed as the basis. 
tno one can be aseatholder, who is not a member of some recognized 
‘ngregation. This is for the protection of those now existing, and not 
tender this establishment a place of refuge for persons who at any time 
My wish to withdraw from the congregation they belong to; while it 
“cures to every individual a right of burial in his own community. 
civil government to be vested in 4 committee, chosen by the seat- 
"from their own body; the Mahamad for the time being, to be ex- 
tembers of the committee. 
iti tis expected the rent of seats will defray the necessary expences, 
an Proposed that the offerings of each individual shall belong to the 
diigo of which he is a member. On mature consideration, the 
. frestedness of the Sephardim Congregation must convince every 
jniudiced person, that the object is to promote religion, by enabling 
residing westward, more conveniently to attend divine service. 
magnif & large number of persons come forward to be seatholders, a 
Congr Cent Synagogue will be erected, but should members of the German 
eal “gations keep aloof, the building will be on a proportionate smaller 


tnd May, 18.44, L. 


UNITY AND PEACE IN ISRAEL. 


To the Editor of the ‘‘ Voice of Jacob.” 


conti lf read the article on the Chief Rabbi in your last number(72), 
Y, bis intended to encourage a conciliatory spirit in the various 


Same Riss! Times,” of Wednesday, 8th instant, contains a version of the 
French under the title of strange story,” translated from a 
Per. Our account differs in some few of the details only ; it is 


fom the Place, and written by one of the sufferers. 
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The sole view of the Portuguese Cengregation ' 
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bodies of the London Jews; and as one of the great objects of the present 
day is to attain a unity of feeling and sentiment among the members of 
our faith, I trust the few remarks I have here thrown together may assist 
to produce so desirable an object. There can be no doubt, that a journalist 
is frequently forced into extreme opinions by hostile writers, opinions not 
originally entertained, but, as the representative of a party, he ventures 
to ask for more than is likely to be obtained from his antagonists, in 
hopes of forcing a concession for every one that he makes: yet, knowing 
the truth in an argument lies generally between the conflicting views of 
the debaters, I trust that each will be satisfied in getting what he can 
reasonably desire, although less than he demands. If, therefore, either 
side is disposed to offer the hand of fellowship and love, 1 hope the mag- 
nanimity of the other will be shown in following the noble example, by 
accepting the proffered friendship. Iam induced to make these observa- 
tions from your note in No. 72, and a whisper, that it is the intention of a 
a party of gentlemen, to print and circulate a journal, advocating the doc- 
trines of a body who have seceded from the “‘ ancient Jewish institutions.” 
It is devoutly to be wished, that the whisper should die away without 
further results ; it being evident that their persisting in such a course, must 
produce a greater division than exists at present, and an effect—the end of 
which the propounders can scarcely have contemplated, and probably do 
not desire. A moment’s reflection will convince them, that it will drive 
all parties, even the most slightly opposed to them, into the arms of their 
bitterest vituperators ; that it will arouse a feeling of rancour, now happily 
almost allayed, and renew all the dormant passions of religious strife ; 
arraying father against son, brother against brother, ending only in the 
discomfiture of one portion of the Jews to the loss and regret of the entire 
community. Sir—when those gentlemen started their doctrines, a large 
party among the Jews was pleased with the novelty of the ideas; 
their partizans joined with animated attachments; they were to be led 
into a land of plenty, but find themselves marked and divided from their 
brethren; they waited not then to examine the consequences, but left to 
time to determine its prudence; they gave a generous credit for its future 
blessings, but paid a doubtful compliment to their new friends at the ex- 
pense of their old. While however they remain Jews, they are entitled 
to every protection and consideration; and their grievances, real or fancied, 
should come before the public or proper authorities, without the private 
and partial assistance of colleagues, or prejudiced insinuations, or biased 
report of detractors; if either the old or new party swerves from this 
a open and straightforward course, it is unjust, imprudent, and im- 
politic, 

If you, Sir, by an early influence, have taken a share in the narrow 
views of particular persons or interests, you are bound in honour at once 
to come forward, and, without assisting either cause, lend the means 
you possess to produce the proper feelings among ali classes of Israelites 
in Great Britain, nor allow the earnestness of your zeal to hurry you 
into disparaging remarks. On the other side, 1 do not believe that a 
personal motive of pique or resentment, will prevent “‘ the British Jews’’ 
from availing themselves of this opportunity of setting themselves right 
in their own estimation, and in that of the world at large, and endeavour 
to heal the wound they have perhaps thoughtlessly caused. It is not 
from the alienated affections of the Jews, they can hope to receive succour 
or assistance in any new scheme, nor can they wish to make more 
publicly known their isolated position; their only motives. must be to. 
obtain justice, and, “* by persuading others, convince themselves.” The 
personal part you took against them, has no doubt banished from their 
minds the thought of obtaining the first through your instrumentality ; 
and the anxiety for the second may cause them to overlook the many dis- 
advantages that are likely to arise, if they attempt to proceed in their 

lan. | 
; They will not succeed in annihilating our establishments, but they will 
become the abettors of the designers. — , 

I beg of you, therefore, to assist them in any legitimate object they 
may contemplate and I entreat them to ponder well ere they embark im 80 
perilous a venture, and rather than adopt new means of dissension, 
endeavor to find the path that leads to unity and peace. i 


{There are some grave charges in the foregoing letter, and passages, to 
say the least, somewhat exaggerated; but “ unity and peace”’ are objects 
that we desire so earnestly, that we postpone a circumstantial vindica- 
tion of our policy in the past, until it shall be circumstantially impugned ; 
(and we have never evaded the investigation.) A few words will explain 
what has been our position towards the Burton Street community. 

When the Anglo-Jewish Press was established, the secession was vio- 
lently agitating the public mind. The only visible features were—lst, the 
assumption of a small knot of laymen, to cut and carve the received 
liturgy ;—2nd, an undefined, nay, if reports spake truly, a varying purpose 
as to essential ceremonials ;—3rd, the dangerously innovating spirit popu- 
larly ascribed to the body, in consonance with the principles which had 
certainly been proclaimed by its prominent members ;—and 4th, the open 
conflict with the then recognized religious authorities ; authorities, unfor- 
tunately without ability to restrain other congregations from like hetero- 
geneous modes of operation. In such an emergency, we could not do 
otherwise than rally round the representatives of what constituted the 
stability, the integrity of our sacred institutions; and while we endea- 
voured scrupulously to exclude 7 misrepresentations of their opponents, 
we could not conscientiously lend our columns, for what we and all the 
world expected would be an attack upon the fundamental principles of 


our religious system. It may be, that this apprehension was somewhat 
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exaggerated; but there existed other means of quieting the public mind ; 
and because they were not resorted to, and no standard appeared to be 
recognized, other than individual opinion, it was inferred, that even the 
parties concerned did not, and could not, know what was to grow out of 
their own undertakings ! 

Now, it is no longer a shadow with which we have to deal. The rou- 
tine of two years has settled down into something definite and tangible ; 
the extreme views originally threatened, have certainly not been carried 
out in practice ;—it is even denied now, that those views were ever formally 
propounded; the ebullition which characterised the first movements has 
subsided into a disposition on all sides for a calm investigation ; the future 
government of our ecclesiastical affairs is to be adequate and self depen- 
dent; and now, therefore, we are ready to admit, that a Jewish periodical 
might with propriety allow free scope to investigations and discussions, 
which would formerly have been productive of injury to our religious 
peace. Happy should we be to find, that there is sufficient of common 
ground occupied by all Jewish bodies, to render the isolation of any, un- 
necessary ; and sufficient of the true Jewish spirit extant, to combine what 
may be improved in mode, with what is immutable in principle; as well 
as to regard that as a dearly bought triumph, which is only to be obtained 
at the sacrifice of ‘* unity and peace.’’—Eb. | 


The Jewish Nation. 


Mr. Editor,—Will you permit a Gentile brother to remon- 
strate in love against the use of an expression among your 
people, which, to his mind, appears unworthy and self-degrading. 
‘¢ True love is bold, and gravely dares reprove.” The expres- 
sion to which I refer, and which I see frequently made use of, 
not by yourself, but by many of your correspondents and con- 
tributors, and in most of your advertising notices, is that of 
‘* the Jewish persuasion.” Were your community a mere sect 
of Gentile religionists, and not “ Turk Natron, whose God is 
Jehovah,” the expression would be appropriate, as is that of 
‘the Episcopal persuasion,” the Presbyterian persuasion,”’ 


_ “ the Independent persuasion,” ‘‘ the Baptist persuasion,” ‘ the 


Methodist persuasion,” and so forth; but for your people to 
employ the term in reference to yourselves is, to my mind at 
least, an act of voluntary and unworthy humility. We, your 
Gentile oppressors, have I know cast out your name as evil, and 
caused your people to sit in the dust; and in the pride of our 
hearts have said, ‘‘ We are the people, bow down that we may 
g° over you.” But the time is coming, is hasting on, #f @ 

not at the very doors, when your people shall bear the re- 
proach of the heathen no more. Let them not then, by com- 
promising their own dignity, aid in continuing that reproach for 
a single Sem a single hour. You are not a persuasion—you are 
a people—the people whom the Lord has blessed, and for 
whom he has richer. blessings yet in store. You are a nation,a 
royal nation, at whose feet all the Gentile nations are destined 
to bow. ‘* Yea, the nation and kingdom that will not serve 
thee,” saith Jehovah, ‘* shall perish; those nations shall be 
utterly wasted.’’ It becometh you to be humble; to bear with 
meekness and submission the chastisement of the Lord; to 
know the rod, and how, and wherefore, He hath appointed it ; 
to say with contrition, ‘* I will bear the indignation of the Lord, 
because I have sinned.” But oh, forget not your native dignity, 
as the sons of Abraham, to whom the promise was made, and 
which shall be fulfilled in all its unbounded glory. “ 1 will 
make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, 
and kings shall come out of thee.” The garment of sackcloth 
may for a while conceal, but oh, let it not make your people 
forgetful of their royal dignity. ‘‘ Ye shall yet be a kingdom of 
priests, and a holy nation.” Your's faithfully, 

Oswestry, 
March \6th, 1844, 

The Russian Ukase.—‘* The Christian Lady’s Magazine,” 
contains the following commentary upon an extract from our 
columns of the 22nd March, reporting the suspension of this 
fearful decree. 


We happen to know that a party of gentlemen, more than nominally 
Christian, agreed in proffering their cordial co-operation to a governing 
body of English Jews; and only held their proceedings in abeyance, in 
consequence of the existence of a hope now so happily realized. We 
mention the fact in order to impress it strongly upon our readers, that 
whatsoever they may be disposed to attempt for the advantage of {srael 
nationally,—and very much may be done to benefit them throughout the 
world—will be best accomplished by placing their means and their opera- 
tions under the directing influence of the Jews themselves. 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Judah's opinion concurs with our own; the publication o 
would defeat his object. 

We have to excuse ourselves for the unavoidable 
several communications. 


~#*.* Terms of Subscription;—for transmission of the fortnightly issue tre 
of extra charge, throughout Great Britain and her colonies, and jp ian 
foreign countries as have a postal convention therewith :—Annnal 10s bd 
—Half-yearly, 5s. 6d—Quarterly, 3s.—payable, always in advance. (yy 
order on London, post office order, or otherwise,) at the Office, 27 Cam d 
mile Street, London. 

To other foreign countries, an extra pre-payment at the Post Office of 
twopence per copy is necessary. The Annual Subscription, in Order to 
cover such pre-payment, is ]5s. 6d.; likewise payable in advance. 

The yearly volume commences with the Jewish New Year, at or about 
the autumnal equinox; but the subscription will be received, and allowed 
to commence from the number issued next after any of the ordinary quarter 
days, viz. 25th March, 24th June, 29th September, and 25th December. 

(> The stamped copies can be obtained by pre-paying and registered 
subscribers only. 

The regular weekly issue will be resumed, the paper enlarged, and im- 
portant improvements made in the literary and news departments, as also 
a Monthly Magazine issued, (in accordance with the original plan,) so soon 
as the zealous exertions now being made, in all quarters, by the friends 
of the Anglo-Jewish Press, shall have obtained for it that extent of sup- 
port which may warrant the extra outlay. 

Vols. i. and ii. of the Voice of Jacob, may be obtained through any 
bookseller, at 8s. each, stitched with a wrapper; or, at 10s. 6d., neatly 
bound. Certain numbers of the paper having become scarce, can be ob. 
tained in the volume only. 

ADVERTISEMENT ScaLe—prepaid at the Office on the Tuesday previous 
to publication :—fur the first six lines, 3s. 6d.; for every two lines addi- 
tional, 6d. Country Advertisers can pre-pay through some respectable 
local Newspaper and Advertisement Agent; but no written orders, without 
remittance, can be attended to. 


f his letter 


Postponement of 


77 FAYY WDD BOOK OF THE TESTIMONY OF GOD. Proposals have been 
issued for a Corrected Translation of the Bible, by a select association of Jewish 
Scholars, under the direction of the Proprietor of The Anglo-Jewish Press. The 
Pentateuch, or Five Books of Moses, to appear first; the Hebrew and English 
jointly or separately. Maximum price, for both texts, to subscribers only, 20s. 

Prospectuses may be obtained of the Printer or Publisher of the Anglo-Jewish 
Press ;—Names of subscribers will be received at the Office, 27, Camomile Street. 


Bese NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. | 
Friday 10th May of 36th of Sabbath at 7 o’Clock.* 
Sabb. 11 “ 22 “ 37 Portion 


Sund. 19 Sivan 45“ VO UN 
Thurs. 23 “. 3 49 ay 


* Sabbath will continue to commence at 7 o’Clock until the 9th of Ellul, 
(24th August). 


NSTITUTION for the Relief of the Indigent Blind of the 


Jewish Persuasion.—Established 5580.—1819. 

The Committee of Management of the above Institution, give notice of « 
Vacancy for One Pensioner. Further particulars may be obtained by applying & 
the Secretary, 

The Committee take this opportunity of informing the Governors and Sub- 
scribers, that at a General Court, held on Sunday, the 5th inst., for the election of 
two Pensioners, Solomon Solomon, and Daniel Mendoza, were duly elected. The 
Institution now affords Relief to 19 persons. | 

42, Great Prescott Street. S, SOLOMON, Sec. _ 


p>) ANN p’n 
EWS’ FREE SCHOOL, Bell Lane, for the Education of 
600 Boys and 300 Girls. } 

The Annual Examination of the children instructed in the above Establishment, 
will take place at the School Room, on Sunday, 19th inst. ; on which occvsion the 
Governors, Subscribers, and the public in general, are earnestly requested to 
attend.—Chair to be taken at 12 o’Clock precisely. 

S. SOLOMON, See. 


]SstRuction IN THE ART OF CUTTING.—The 


Advertiser begs most respectfully to acquaint his Friends and the Public in 
general, that having commenced giving Lessons in the above art, on his own sf 
proved principle, which has been known on the continent and in London for the 
last fifteen years, he engages to teach the art, and complete any party therein, 
within twenty lessons. If required, a thorough knowledge and practice of ony 
branch of the trade may be received within a term of twelve months.° The - 
of the pupil not to be under eighteen years. For terms and particulars apply 
Julius Singer, Tailor, (late at Stultz’s,) No. 1, Castle Street, Houndsditch. 


* The instruction of 12 months includes the making and finishing of Coats, 
Trousers and Waistcoats. | 


— 


Printed by Epwarp Varry, 27, Camomile Street, in the P arish ao 
hallows, London Wall, in the City of London; and Publishe Bed 
BenjaMIN STEILL, Paternoster Row, in the Parish of St. Faith u 
St. Paul, in the City of London. 

Fripay, May.10, 1844. 
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